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,It is an illusion that we were ever alive
Lived in the houses of mothers arranged ourselves,

.By our own motions in a freedom of air
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The meeting at noon at the edge of the field seems like

An invention an embrace between one desperate clod,
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,And another in fantastic consciousness
:In a queer assertion of humanity

�A theorem proposed between the two
,Two figures in a nature of the sun

,In the sun s design of its own happiness’

,As if nothingness contained a métier
A vital assumption an impermanence,
In its permanent cold an illusion so desired,

,That the green leaves came and covered the high rock
, ,That the lilacs came and bloomed like a blindness cleaned

, ,Exclaiming bright sight as it was satisfied

.In a birth of sight
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,As if nothingness contained a métier
A vital assumption an impermanence,
In its permanent cold an illusion so desired,

,That the green leaves came and covered the high rock
, ,That the lilacs came and bloomed like a blindness cleaned

, ,Exclaiming bright sight as it was satisfied

In a birth of sight The blooming and the musk.
, ,Were being alive an incessant being alive

, .A particular of being that gross universe
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.It is not enough to cover the rock with leaves
We must be cured of it by a cure of the ground
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Or a cure of ourselves that is equal to a cure,

, .Of the ground a cure beyond forgetfulness
, ,And yet the leaves if they broke into bud

, ,If they broke into bloom if they bore fruit

And if we ate the incipient colorings
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.Of their fresh culls might be a cure of the ground
The fiction of the leaves is the icon

, ,Of the poem the figuration of blessedness
.And the icon is the man
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, ,In this plenty the poem makes meanings of the rock
Of such mixed motion and such imagery
That its barrenness becomes a thousand things

And so exists no more This is the cure.
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.Of leaves and of the ground and of ourselves
.His words are both the icon and the man
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The poem repeatedly takes some apparently simple word a,
“ ” “ ”word not noticeably technical or tricky found exclaiming� , ,

ground or cure and plays with each word in turn placing“ ” “ ”, ,�

it in a context of surrounding words so that it gives way
beneath its multiplying contradictory meanings and reveals a
chasm below a chasm which the word for example the word, ,

� �“ ”cure cures in all senses of the word 34, .
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There are other ways however in which The Rock is a, , “ ”
. .mise en abyme One is the sequence of phrases in apposition

This is a constant feature of Stevens poetic procedure The’ “:
blooming and the musk Were being alive an incessant being� ,
alive A particular of being that gross universe They bud, , ;� ” “
the whitest eye the pallidest sprout New senses in the, , �
engenderings of sense The desire to be at the end of, �

� �distances The body quickened and the mind in root 34, .� ”

The relation among theO+9>g�%/T;0xQ9

� � 0-.Delements in such a series is undecidable abyssed 34, .
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Since the phrases often have the same syntactical pattern and
are objects of the same verb most often the verb to be it� �“ ” ,
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seems as if they must be equivalents of one another or at least,
“ ” “ ” “ ”figures for one another but can eye sprout senses, , , ,

desire body and mind really be equivalent Perhaps“ ” “ ” “ ”, , ? . . .
each new phrase cancels the previous one Sometimes the?
parallel in syntax is misleading as when the phrase that gross, “
universe is placed in apposition with the subsidiary word”
being in the phrase before rather than with the apparently“ ” ,
parallel word particular The sequence plays with various“ ”.
incongruent senses and grammatical functions of the word

� �“ ”being 34.
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I t isn t necessary for you or anybody else to understand my“c d ’
poetry I understand it that s all that s necessary Charles. ; .’ ’ ” �

�O Dowd Brazeau 43’ ; ,
Üe�2f��Á%g«)e830_-QIDh�&�1
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She was odd In what;Þ�¢i��j![x"}?ID“ .
people would call today a suburban community mainly,

”professional people she dressed in an extremely odd way, .
;�Robert Halloran and Elizabeth Halloran Chickering

Breazeau 238 I always had the impression that he and his, � “
wife were not very well suited to each other and were certainly
not very compatible I m speaking strictly from hearsay that. ’
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. .his wife had some emotional problems He never discussed it
That certainly was the general impression Just knowing him I. ,
think he would be a pretty difficult man to live with in a
domestic situation If his wife had any neurotic tendencies to.
start with living with him for a few years might accentuate,
them Clifford Burdge Jr Brazeau 28 Never in my lifec d � �. , .; ,” “
when I ve taken him home did he invite me in the house and’ c d

say Come in and have a drink I don t know if he dared, .‘ ’ ’
cause the rumors around were that he and his wife used to’ c d

fight like cats and dogs Arthur Polley Brazeau 65 I. ; ,” “� �

never heard Mr and Mrs Stevens snap at each other I justc d. . .
never heard them talk much to each other Unless they were.
afraid of being overheard all this time I was there I very,

� � 1�&seldom heard them speak Josephine M Brazeau 235. .: ,”
�������_&'(�/�p.1²æ)¨29%Ý(½¾

I detest company and do not fear any protest of+923D“ ‘ ’
selfishness for saying so People say one is selfish for not.

.sharing one s good things a naively selfish thing in them’ �

The devil take all of that tribe It is like being accused of.
. , .egoism Well what if one be an egoist one pays the penalty�

from his dairy April 9 1906 Holly Stevens 163 64 I do� k �, , ; , “
, .not get on well with my equals not at all with my superiors

Ergo I have no friends Excerpts from Letters of Wallace, .” “�
Stevens from 1904 Notebook in Elsie Stevens hand in� c” ’, ,
Huntington Library 43 Lensing 49 I want to keepd �, ; , “
everybody at arm s length in Hartford where I want nothing’
but the office and home as home Copy of a letter to Norman” �

, , , ; ,Holmes Pearson April 21 1952 Huntington Library Brazeau
�114
He never joins in conversation and he just sits there and7 “ ‘ ,
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looks at us and listens This man was delegated to try to bow.’
� �Stevens out of the club Anthony Simans Brazeau 75. ; ,”
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